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that period, however, the peculiar doctrines of Chris-
tianity were grievously abused by many of the see-
taiies, who were foremost in the commotions of those
unhappy days; who, while they talked copiously
of the free grace of Christ, and the operations of the
Holy Spirit, were by their lives an open scandal to
the name of Christian3.
Towards the close of the last century, the divines
of the established church (whether it arose from
the obscurity of their own views, or from a strong
impression of former abuses, and of the evils which
had resulted from them) began to run into a different
error. They professed to make it their chief object
to inculcate the moral and practical precepts of
Christianity, which they conceived to have been
before too much neglected; but without sufficiently
3 Let mo by no means be understood to censure all the sectaries
without discrimination.    Many of them, and some who by the un-
happy circumstances of the times became objects of notice in a
political view, were men of great erudition, deep views of religion,
and unquestionable piety : and though the writings of the Puritans
arc prolix, and, according to the fashion of their age, rendered
rather perplexed than clear, by multiplied divisions and subdivi-
nions ; yet they are a mine of wealth, in which any one who will sub-
mit to some degree of labour will find himself well rewarded forhib
pains.   In particular, the writings of Dr. Owen, Mr. Howe, and
Mr. Flavcl, well deserve this character : of the first mentioned au-
thor, there are two pieces which I would especially recommend to
the r«aUer*s perusal; one on Heavenly Mindedness, abridged by
Dr. Mayo ; the other on the Mortification of Sin in Believers,—
While i have been speaking in terms of such high, and, I trust,
such just oulogium of many of the teachers of the Church of Eng-
land, this may not be an improper place to express the high obliga-
tions which wo owe to the dissenters for many excellent publica-
tion.   Of this number are Dr, Evans's Sermons on the Christian
Torriper; and that most useful book, the ftise and Progress of
Koiigion in the Soul, by Dr. Doddridge; also his Life, by Orton,
and Letters; and two volumes of Sermons, one on Regeneration, tho
other on the Power and Grace of Christ.   May the writer be per-
mitted to embrace this opportunity of recommending two volumes,
published separately, of Sermons, by the late Dr. Witherspoon^
1 Veaident of the College of New Jersey.

